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O n N o v e m b er 9, 2 0 2 1 Frit z Wet h er b e e of  
W M U R’s C hr o ni cl e di d a s h ort s e g m e nt  
o n t h e Bl o o d y P oi nt r ailr o a d d e p ot. T h e  
li n k t o t h e vi d e o is a b o v e. T h e t e xt of his 
s e g m e nt is b el o w:  

“ G u y w h o us e d t o li v e i n t his h o us e di e d  
i n 1 9 7 1. J e e z, I w as 3 5 y e ars ol d i n 1 9 7 1.  

T h e g u y’s n a m e w as El m er Br o o ks. F or  
m a n y  y e ar s  h e  h a d  b e e n  t h e  st ati o n  
k e e p er o n a r ailr o a d li n e t h at us e d t o r u n  
ri g ht b y t his b uil di n g a n d ri g ht w h er e I’ m 
st a n di n g.  

T his  b uil di n g  w as  n ot  o nl y  Mr.  Br o o ks  
h o m e,  b ut  it  w as  a  d e p ot  o n  t h e  ol d  
P orts m o ut h- D o v er R ailr o a d.  

U pst airs Mr. Br o o ks h a d a h o us e. P art  
of t h e d o w nst airs w as t h e ti c k et offi c e.  
I n 1 9 1 5 t h e y p ut a w aiti n g r o o m wi n g 
o n.  

O utsi d e  t h e  b uil di n g  p ar all el  t o  t h e  
tr a c ks w as a pl atf or m.  

N o w, t his tr ai n st ati o n is l o c at e d i n t h e  
p art  of  N e wi n gt o n  c all e d  Bl o o d y  
P oi nt. T h at’s w h at t his is. I n t h e 1 6 0 0s  
C a pt ai n  Walt er  N eil  of  Str a w b err y  
B a n k e  a n d  D o v er's  h e a d  m a n,  a  g u y  
n a m e d T h o m as Wi g gi n, b ot h cl ai m e d  
t his p oi nt b el o n g e d t o t h e m, a n d t h e y 
t hr e at e n e d e a c h ot h er wit h g u ns.  

T h e y w er e g oi n g t o h a v e a d u el. T h e  
d u el w as n e v er h el d. T h e p u bli c g ot a  
bi g l a u g h o v er t h at f a ct, b ut si n c e t h at  

ti m e,  t his  pr o p os e d  d u eli n g  gr o u n d  h as 
b e e n c all e d t h e Bl o o d y P oi nt.  

T h e  p oi nt  j uts  o ut  t o w ar d  D o v er  P oi nt.  
M a ki n g  it  t h e  s h ort est  dist a n c e  b et w e e n  
t h e t w o p oi nts. 

1 8 7 4 t h e y b uilt a r ailr o a d bri d g e b et w e e n  
t h at  s h ort  ar e a.  P art  of  t h e  s p a n  w as  a 
c o v er e d  bri d g e.  T h e  r est  w er e  w o o d e n  
pili n gs, dri v e n i nt o t h e ri v er b e d, a n d t h er e  
w as  a  s e cti o n  of  t h e  bri d g e  t h at  s w u n g  
o p e n li k e a d o or, w hi c h all o w e d b o ats t o  
p ass t hr o u g h.  

B ut  t h e  bri d g e  w as  b uilt  i n  s u c h  a  w a y  
t h at  h ors es  p ulli n g  w a g o ns  c o ul d  als o 
p ass o v er t h e ri v er b y t h e tr a c ks, as w ell  
as p e d estri a ns w al k a cr oss, of c o urs e f or a  

f e e,  it  w as  a  t oll  bri d g e  as  w ell  as  a 
r ailr o a d  tr estl e.  A n d  f or  5 0  y e ars,  t h e 
ti c k ets t o us e t h e bri d g e w er e s ol d h er e as 
w ell i n t his d e p ot c u m r esi d e nti al h o us e.  

1 9 3 4,  w e  c o n str u ct e d  t h e  G e n er al  
S ulli v a n  Bri d g e  a n d  t or e  o ut  t h e  ol d  
r ailr o a d bri d g e. S ulli v a n Bri d g e its elf w as 
r e pl a c e d 1 9 8 4 b y t h e Littl e B a y Bri d g es. 
T h e  St at e  of  N e w  H a m ps hir e  t h e n  t o o k  
o v er  t h e  d e p ot,  b ut  it  all o w e d  El m er  
Br o o ks t o r e nt it b a c k fr o m t h e st at e a n d  
t his,  h e  di d  u ntil  his  d e at h,  as  I  s a y  i n 
1 9 7 1.  

As f or t h e d e p ot, y o u c a n s e e it’s still h er e  
a n d p e o pl e ar e w or ki n g t o st a bili z e it a n d  
pr es er v e it. A n d I s a y, “ G o d Bl ess T h e m. ”
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Pe o ple a re  
w o r ki n g t o  
p rese r ve it.  

 
A n d I s a y,  
G o d Bless  
T he m .
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S a v e t h e D e p ot
L ul u Pi c k eri n g

T h e  N e wi n gt o n  Hi st ori c  Di stri ct  
C o m mi s si o n  ( H D C)  h a s  b e e n  a  
c o ns ulti n g p art y t o t h e G e n er al S ulli v a n  
Bri d g e ( G S B) S e cti o n 1 0 6 pr o c ess si n c e  
S e pt e m b er  2 0 1 8.  O v er  t h e  l a st  t hr e e  
y e ars,  t h e  H D C  h as  b e e n  s u c c essf ul  i n  
h el pi n g  t o  miti g at e  t h e  l o s s  of  t hi s  
hist ori c bri d g e wit h t h e r e c e nt pr o visi o n  
t o pr es er v e t h e 1 8 7 3 R ailr o a d D e p ot o n 
Bl o o d y P oi nt.  

T h e k e y t o o ur ar g u m e nt h as l o n g b e e n  
t h at t h e Bl o o d y P oi nt ar e a is o n e of t h e 
ol d est, m ost hist ori c s p ots ( e arl y 1 6 3 0s)  
i n t h e w h ol e st at e of N e w H a m ps hir e a n d 
h as  l o n g  b e e n  p art  of  t h e  tr a ns p ort ati o n  
s y st e m  (f erri e s,  r ailr o a d s,  bri d g e s,  
t ur n pi k es),  w hi c h  l e d  t o  t h e  e c o n o mi c 
d e v el o p m e nt of N e w H a m ps hir e o v er t h e  
l ast f o ur c e nt uri es.  

T his  eff ort  h as  i n v ol v e d  n u m er o us  tri ps  
t o C o n c or d a n d Z o o m m e eti n gs wit h N H 
D e pt. of Tr a ns p ort ati o n ( D O T), N H Di v.  
of  Hist ori c al  R es o ur c es  ( D H R),  F e d er al  
Hi g h w a y  A d mi ni str ati o n  ( F H A),  a n d  
ot h er  c o ns ulti n g  p arti es.  T h e  H D C  h as  
b e e n u n a ni m o us i n its s u p p ort of s a vi n g  
t h e  d e p ot  pr o p ert y.  M a n y  t h a n ks  t o  J o 
H as k ell,  J o h n  L a ms o n,  P e g g y  L a ms o n,  
K ati e  M o o d y,  L ul u  Pi c k eri n g,  Krist e n  
P o uli n,  B e c k y  St.  G er m ai n e,  a n d  Al a n  
Wils o n.  

S u c c ess  h as  c o m e  wit h  t h e  d e cisi o n  b y  
D O T,  D H R,  a n d  F H A t h at  t h e  R ailr o a d  
D e p ot  pr o p ert y  c o ul d  b e  tr a nsf err e d  t o  
N e wi n gt o n  f or  n o  c ost,  pl us  $ 1 5 0, 0 0 0  
fr o m  D O T  t o w ar d s  r e h a bilit ati n g  t h e 

o utsi d e of t h e d e p ot b uil di n g, a d et ail e d  
b uil di n g ass ess m e nt r e p ort, a n d a c urr e nt  
l a n d m a p. T h e e x e c ut e d m e m or a n d u m of 
a gr e e m e nt  a m o n g  t h e s e  p arti e s  w a s  
distri b ut e d o n N o v e m b er 1 1, 2 0 2 1.  

T h e a bilit y t o s a v e t h e d e p ot a n d r et ur n  
p arts of Bl o o d y P oi nt t o N e wi n gt o n c a m e  
at a r ar e m o m e nt i n ti m e w h e n a f e d er al  
S e cti o n  1 0 6  pr o c ess  w as  a cti v at e d  –  a  
pr o c e s s  t h at  r e q uir e s  miti g ati o n  f or  
a d v er s e  eff e ct s  t o  hi st ori c  str u ct ur e s.  
Wit h o ut  t h e  pl a n n e d  d estr u cti o n  of  t h e  
G S B,  pr es er vi n g  t h e  d e p ot  w o ul d  n e v er  
h a v e b e e n o n t h e t a bl e.  

At first t h e s el e ct m e n w er e s u p p orti v e of  
t his eff ort. T h e y s e nt a l ett er t o t h e st at e 
r e q u esti n g  $ 1  milli o n  t o  r e h a bilit at e  t h e 
d e p ot  ( d e cli n e d).  T h e y  as k e d  t h at  t h e  
Bl o o d y  P oi nt  pr o p ert y  b e  tr a nsf err e d  t o  
t h e t o w n aft er t h e St at e r e h a bilit at e d t h e 
d e p ot ( d e cli n e d). T h e n i n J u n e t h e y as k e d  
t h at t h e St at e s ell t h e d e p ot pr o p ert y a n d 
gi v e t h e m o n e y t o t h e t o w n ( d e cli n e d).  

T h e b est a n al o g y I c a n t hi n k of t o e x pl ai n  
t h es e  n e g ati v e  d e cisi o ns  b y  t h e  st at e  is 
t his: S a y t h at y o u h a v e a n u n cl e w h o is 
m a ki n g o ut his will a n d is d e ci di n g w h o  
will i n h erit his pr o p ert y. T h e c at c h is t h at  
U n cl e J o e h as a b el o v e d p et t h at h e w a nts  
s o m e o n e t o l o v e a n d c ar e f or aft er h e is  
g o n e. T h e r el ati v e w h o s a ys, “ U n cl e J o e,  
I d o n’t w a nt t o p ut a n y eff ort i nt o y o ur 
pr o p ert y a n d will li k el y s ell it, a n d I d o n’t  
w a nt t o t a k e c ar e of y o ur p et b ut gi v e m e  
t h e m o n e y fr o m t h e s al e of y o ur est at e ” is 
N O T g oi n g t o i n h erit.  

T h e o nl y r e as o n t h e d e p ot pr o p ert y is i n  
pl a y at all is b e c a us e of r e q uir e d hist ori c  
miti g ati o n  f or  t h e  l oss  of  a n  hist ori c  
bri d g e  t h at  i n v ol v e s  s a vi n g  a n ot h er  
hist ori c str u ct ur e. Y o u h a v e t o c ar e a b o ut  
pr es er vi n g hist or y a n d hist ori c str u ct ur es.  

D uri n g t h e S e cti o n 1 0 6 pr o c ess, t h e H D C  
d e v el o p e d  a  1 6- p a g e  “ Bl o o d y  P oi nt  
P ar k ”  d o c u m e nt  ( A pril  2 0 2 1)  t h at  
o utli n e d  w h at  w o ul d  b e  n e c e s s ar y  t o  
pr e s er v e  t h e  r ailr o a d  b uil di n g  a n d  t o  
cr e at e  a  p u bli c  p ar k  o n  t h e  pr o p ert y  
s urr o u n di n g  t h e  ol d  d e p ot  a n d  f or m er  
r ailr o a d bri d g e a b ut m e nt.  

T h e J u n e l ett er t h e s el e ct m e n s e nt t o N H  
D O T t h at r e q u est e d t h at t h e St at e s ell t h e  
d e p ot pr o p ert y a n d gi v e t h e m o n e y t o t h e  
t o w n  w o ul d  h a v e  cl os e d  t h e  d o or  o n  
N e wi n gt o n’s a bilit y t o o w n t h e pr o p ert y.  

S o t h e H D C tri e d a l ast “ H ail M ar y ” p ass.  
If t h e s el e ct m e n di d n ot w a nt t o b ur d e n 
N e wi n gt o n  t a x p a y er s  wit h  a n ot h er  
hist ori c b uil di n g, w o ul d t h e S e cti o n 1 0 6  
pr o c ess  all o w  t h e  N e wi n gt o n  Hist ori c al  
S o ci et y  t o  r e pr es e nt  N e wi n gt o n  i nst e a d,  
wit h t h e f ull i nt e nti o n of pr es er vi n g t h e  
d e p ot  a n d  m ai nt ai ni n g  p u bli c  a c c ess  t o  
t his s p ot o n t h e Pis c at a q u a Ri v er. 

L u c kil y,  t h e  a ns w er  w as  y es  wit h  o n e  
c a v e at – t h e Hist ori c al S o ci et y will h a v e  
t o fi n d a diff er e nt p u bli c e ntit y willi n g t o 
w or k  wit h  t h e m  o n  t h e  tr a nsf er  of  t h e  
pr o p ert y  if  t h e  s el e ct m e n  will  n ot.  T h e  
a ct u al tr a nsf er will n ot b e m a d e f or 1 8 t o  
2 4 m o nt hs s o t h er e is ti m e t o s e e w h at is  
p ossi bl e.  
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S a v e t h e D e p ot

N e wi n gt o n Hist o ri c al S o ci et y ( N H S)  

At its a n n u al m e eti n g i n M a y, t h e b o ar d  
of t h e N H S v ot e d t o p urs u e o w n ers hi p of  
t h e  r ailr o a d  d e p ot  pr o p ert y  if  t h e 
s el e ct m e n w er e n ot i nt er est e d.  

T h e  Hist ori c al  S o ci et y  alr e a d y  m a n a g es  
t h e  Ol d  P ar s o n a g e  m u s e u m  a n d  t h e 
S c h o ol h o us e  M us e u m  i n  t h e  Ol d  T o w n  
H all, b ot h b uil di n gs o w n e d b y t h e T o w n  
of  N e wi n gt o n.  Ta ki n g  o w n ers hi p  of  a  
pr o p ert y  is  a  bi g  st e p  f or  t h e  Hist ori c al  
S o ci et y.  

T h e c urr e nt c o n c e pt is:  

• t o  cr e at e  a  r ailr o a d  m us e u m  o n  t h e 
first fl o or of t h e d e p ot. 

• t o a d d p u bli c b at hr o o ms a n d a s m all 
kit c h e n ar e a o n t h e first fl o or s o t h e  
pr o p ert y  c a n  g e n er at e  i n c o m e  as  a  
p u bli c  v e n u e  f or  w e d di n g s  or  
gr a d u ati o ns.  

• t o  cr e at e  a  r e nt al  u nit  i n  t h e  ol d 
st ati o n m a st er’s  q u art er s  o n  t h e  
s e c o n d  fl o or  a n d  atti c  t o  g e n er at e  
i n c o m e  f or  f ut ur e  b uil di n g  a n d 
pr o p ert y m ai nt e n a n c e n e e ds.  

• t o  r e m o v e  d e a d  tr e e s,  i n v a si v e 
s p e ci es, vi n es, t h or n b us h es, et c. a n d  
cr e at e  n at ur e  tr ail s  f or  t h e  p u bli c  
ar o u n d Bl o o d y P oi nt.  

• t o  pr e s er v e  p u bli c  a c c e s s  t o  t h e 
Pis c at a q u a Ri v er at t his l o c ati o n.  

I n ot h er w or ds, t h e g o al is t o r e h a bilit at e 
t h e b uil di n g a n d l a n d a n d m a k e it p a y f or 

its elf o v er ti m e. Of c o urs e, ot h er us es of 
t h e b uil di n g ar e p ossi bl e, b ut ri g ht n o w 
t h e c urr e nt i d e a is t o r e vi v e t h e r ailr o a d 
d e p ot - li vi n g q u art ers t h at e xist e d at t his  
l o c ati o n  fr o m  1 8 7 3  u ntil  it  w a s 
m ot h b all e d  i n  t h e  e arl y  1 9 7 0s  aft er  t h e  
l ast r e nt er El m er Br o o ks di e d. 

T h e  fir st  st e p  i n  t hi s  eff ort  w a s  
a c c o m plis h e d  b y  H el e n  Fri n k  w h e n  s h e  
n o mi n at e d  t h e  d e p ot  t o  t h e  N H  
Pr es er v ati o n  Alli a n c e’s  S e v e n  t o  S a v e  
pr o gr a m.  

O n O ct o b er 2 6, 2 0 2 1 N e wi n gt o n’s d e p ot  
w as s el e ct e d as o n e of N H’s s e v e n m ost  
v ul n er a bl e hist ori c pr o p erti es t h at s h o ul d  
b e  pr es er v e d.  Ot h er  p e o pl e,  n ot  j ust  us,  
c o ul d  s e e  t h e  v al u e  i n  pr es er vi n g  t his  
b uil di n g a n d l o c ati o n!!  

O n  N o v e m b er  9t h,  W M U R’s  C hr o ni cl e  
pi c k e d  u p  t h e  st or y  a b o ut  s a vi n g  t h e  
d e p ot a n d Frit z Wet h er b e e di d a s e g m e nt  
b esi d e  t h e  d e p ot  wit h  its  vi e ws  of  t h e  
s urr o u n di n g ri v er a n d bri d g es. H e n ot e d,  
“ As  f or  t h e  d e p ot,  y o u  c a n  s e e  it’s  still  
h er e a n d p e o pl e ar e w or ki n g t o st a bili z e it  
a n d  pr es er v e  it.  A n d  I  s a y,  ‘ G o d  Bl ess  
T h e m.’ ”  

It  lift e d  all  o ur  h e art s  t o  h e ar  hi m 
s u p p orti n g o ur eff orts t o s a v e t his hist ori c  
N e wi n gt o n r es o ur c e. Yes, w e h a v e a l o n g,  
l o n g  w a y  t o  g o  t o  m a k e  t his  eff ort  a 
r e alit y.  T h er e  ar e  n o  g u ar a nt e es  b ut  I 
h o p e w e c a n d o it.  

   

O ur  n e xt  st e p  is  t o  cr e at e  a  “ S a v e  t h e  
D e p ot ”  gr o u p  t o  l e n d  t h eir  n a m e,  
e x p erti s e,  i d e a s,  s w e at  e q uit y,  a n d  
h o p ef ull y  s o m e  m o n e y  t o w ar d s  
r e h a bilit ati o n  of  t h e  d e p ot  pr o p ert y.  We 
al s o  n e e d  t o  s e e k  a d diti o n al  f u n di n g  
t hr o u g h  L C HI P  a n d  ot h er  f e d er al/st at e 
gr a nts. It will b e a l o n g pr o c ess t h at will  
b e a c c o m plis h e d o n e st e p at a ti m e.  

O n a p ers o n al n ot e, it t o o k 1 2 l o n g y e ars  
f or  Will  a n d  I  t o  r e n o v at e  o ur  ol d  b ar n 
( 1 7 8 8- n o w). A pr oj e ct t o o s c ar y t o e v e n 
b e gi n  b ut  e a c h  s m all  st e p  br o u g ht  us  
cl os er t o g etti n g it d o n e.  Fr o m sl e e pl ess  
ni g hts,  “ W h at  ar e  w e  e v er  g oi n g  t o  d o  
a b o ut t h e b ar n ? ” t o a b e a utif ul r e d b ar n,  
f ull y r est or e d t his f all. N ot m a n y p e o pl e 
w o ul d  s p e n d  t h e  ti m e  a n d  m o n e y  t o  
r e n o v at e a bi g ol d b uil di n g li k e a b ar n b ut 
it is u n d e ni a bl e t h at t h e e n d r es ult a d ds 
b e a ut y a n d c h ar a ct er t o t h e w h ol e t o w n.  
H erit a g e is i m p ort a nt f or us all.  

We h a v e mil es t o g o b ef or e w e sl e e p o n  
t h e  Bl o o d y  P oi nt  d e p ot  pr oj e ct  b ut 
pr es er vi n g  t his  s m all  pi e c e  of  Hist ori c  
N e wi n gt o n  f or  f ut ur e  g e n er ati o n s  t o  
e nj o y  i s  a  u ni q u e  o p p ort u nit y  f or  
e v er y o n e.  

If  y o u  w a nt  t o  h el p  us   s a v e  t h e  d e p ot, 
pl e as e  l et  us  k n o w.  We  will  b e  s e n di n g  
o ut a fl y er s o o n. We ar e o p e n t o all i d e as  
a n d c a n us e all t h e h el p w e c a n g et!

L ul u Pi c k eri n g

T h e  c o v er e d  bri d g e  s e cti o n  of  t h e  ol d  
r ailr o a d bri d g e is s h o w n i n b ot h of t h es e 
ol d p h ot os.  

I m a gi n e  sitti n g  o n  t h e  h ar d  m et al  s e at 
b e hi n d  t h es e  y o u n g  o x e n  as  y o u  m a d e  
y o ur w a y a cr oss t h e ri v er o n t h e v e hi cl e  
a n d p e d estri a n si d e of t h e bri d g e.  

T h e r ailr o a d tr a c ks h a d t h eir o w n si d e of  
t h e bri d g e o n t h e Eli ot, M ai n e si d e of t h e 
cr ossi n g.

N e wi n gt o n- D o v e r R ail r o a d B ri d g e




